
*The examples shown here reflect a 35% 
tax bracket. They assume that you 
itemize deductions on your federal return 
and deduct the maximum amount of 
state and local taxes allowed. These 
examples are for illustrative purposes 
only. This is not intended to represent tax 
advice. Please consult your tax advisor to 
learn how tax credits will benefit you 
specifically. 

Note:  Tax credits are NOT salable, 
transferable or refundable. A gift of 
appreciated securities would provide 
additional tax benefits related to 
avoiding capital gains. 

Donation to Ready Readers

Missouri tax credit

$10,000

$5,000

$1,750

$3,000

$5,000

$2,500

$875

$1,500

$2,500

$1,250

$437

$751

$2,000

$1,000

$350

$600

Federal deduction

Final out of pocket

EXAMPLES*

Make your gift to Ready Readers by check, 
credit card, or stock transfer. With your gift, 
please indicate that you would like tax 
credits. 

Complete and sign the application in the 
presence of a notary public and return it to 
Ready Readers with proof of donation (types 
of proof accepted are outlined on the 
application form). 

Ready Readers will send you the one-page YOP 
Application (MO Form 770). You may also 
access it at: readyreaders.org/yop 

Ready Readers will send your application and 
proof of donation to the Missouri Department 
of Economic Development. 

What is the process for accessing credits? 

1

2

3

4

5 Once processed, Ready Readers will send you 
the Tax Credit Certificate for your state tax 
return. Eligible donations can be redeemed or 
claimed when you file your tax return. Any 
remaining tax credit balance can be used 
during the next five years. 

Administered by the Missouri Department of 
Economic Development, the Youth 
Opportunities Program offers tax credits for 
donations to select youth development 
programs. The credits, equal to 50% of the 
value of the contribution, are used to offset 
the donor's income tax liability. 

Individuals, corporations, S corps, partnerships, 
and sole proprietorships with a MO tax 
liability.   

Cash, check, credit card, or stock transfer are 
eligible. Donations made from Donor Advised 
Funds are ineligible for tax credits.

Contributions of $500 or more made 
between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2026, are 
eligible for YOP tax credits.  

Who qualifies?  

What types of contributions are eligible?  

Is there a minimum donation?  

What is the YOP tax credit program?  

Ready Readers funding comes from donors like you who believe that 
every child deserves the gift of literacy. Now you can take advantage of 
Missouri’s Youth Opportunities Program to make more of your gift! 

YOP Tax Credit Information

Missouri deduction $250 $125 $62 $50

Questions?  
Email rachael@readyreaders.org 
or call us at (314)564-8070.

Donate Now

https://readyreaders.org/donate/

