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Volunteer Newsletter 

 Spring 2018 

If you have any questions or concerns, please   

contact Maggie Strube, Volunteer Coordinator, 

at 314-825-8751 or maggie@readyreaders.org 

 If your school closes in May, make sure you know 
the last day of the school year. Some centers close 

earlier in May than you’d expect.  

 Please do not wait until the last day to hand out 
books. At least 2 weeks out would be best.  

 If you would like to return to your class in the fall, or if 
you would like to continue reading for the summer, 
please let us know!  

 Classes that are read to during the summer  
receive a gift book.  

 If you would like to do something special for your class 

before summer break, check with your teacher first!  

End of the School Year/Summer Reading 

Our Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event will be 

Thursday May 17th from 10 am-12 pm  

 This year’s theme is Fun and Games! We will be having a 

light-hearted trivia game as well as other small activities 

where you can win prizes.  

 We will also be honoring some of our 

Readers and community partners 

who have gone above and beyond!  

 Refreshments will be provided. Come prepared to have fun 

and socialize with your fellow Readers! The event will be 

held at The J– St. Louis (2 Millstone Campus Drive 

Creve Coeur, MO 63146– 1 mile west of our office).    

You will receive a formal invitation  

via mail in the coming weeks.  

Mark Your Calendars!  

Monsanto Fund/Staenberg 

Family Foundation 

The topic of this year’s  

Spring Café is 

 “My Favorite Read-Alouds.” 

Do you have one or two books that you 

or your children love for Storytime?  

If so, please attend one of our Café  

sessions to share those titles with  

other Readers. Be sure to bring your  

favorites to the Café .   

    

 

  

To reserve a space 

1. Go to www.readyreaders.org 

2. Click on the “For Volunteers” tab at the 

top of the page 

3. Scroll down to “Volunteer  

Workshops & Cafés”  

4. Click on the “Sign Up Now” button.  

Spring Café 

Express Scripts/Maritz 

Pecha Family Foundation Isaac Bruce Foundation 
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We’re always on the hunt for more individuals to add to our incredible legion of Volunteer Readers! If you know 

someone who might be interested in volunteering, please have them complete an application at 

www.readyreaders.org or email maggie@readyreaders.org. 

 If you change the time/day 

of your reading assignment, 
please let us know. Having 
the correct information in our 

system is vital to the success  

of our program.  

 Your spring gift books are ready 
for pick up. Our office is open 
Mon-Fri 10 am-2 pm, other 

times by simple request.  

**Reminder** 

Did you know that we spend almost  

$200,000 each year to purchase the lovely 

gift books you bring to your children?  

 We are currently in the midst of our largest 

fundraising campaign of the year— the  

Non-Event!  

 The Non-Event is an incredibly unique 
and special fundraiser. We have “hosts” 
who send the invitations to their friends 

and family, in the hopes that they will 

make a donation to Ready Readers. 

 If you receive an “invitation” in the mail, or if 
we ask you next year if you’d like to be a host, 
now you know exactly what that means!  

 

 Here’s what our invitation  

 looks like this year! 

 

Ready Readers Non-Event 

As many of you know, Ready Readers 

is a part of Turn the Page STL.  

Here is their April call to action:  

Act out a story with a stuffed animal.  

Here are three of 

our past Non-Event 

invitations as well!  
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In case you’re unfamiliar with the term, an  

elevator speech is a brief “commercial” that you 

share with someone to inform them of a cause. 

More than 50% of our new Readers heard about us 

through a friend who already volunteers. The more 

that you talk to your friends and family about 

Ready Readers, the more successful our program 

can become!  

 

 

 

 

 

If you don’t already have an elevator speech, 

here’s an example to get you started:  

 I volunteer for a local literacy organization 

called Ready Readers. Their goal is to improve 

early childhood literacy in low-income  

communities throughout St. Louis. This is  

primarily accomplished  through their  

Storytime Program in which Volunteer Readers 

(like me) read to preschool-age children each 

week. Ready Readers serves about 10,000  

children in this program each week. As a  

Reader, you are assigned to the same  

classroom for the entirety of the school year in 

order to develop strong, meaningful bonds with 

the children and teachers. In addition to the 

weekly story times, the children and teachers 

receive 6-7 brand new books to take home 

each year! It’s an incredibly fun and rewarding 

experience, and it’s also a way that you can 

reduce the education gap in St. Louis.   

Elevator Speech 
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Bring Us Your Boxes!  

Thanks to all of you who have brought in empty 

boxes for us to use for book packing. Each box we 

receive saves us about 50¢! That sure adds up 

when we pack 20,000 books at a time!  

 

 

If you don’t do so already, please “like” us on 

Facebook and follow us on Twitter! If there is a 

post that you  

enjoy, be sure to 

share it with 

your friends!  

 @ReadyReadersStL Ready Readers 

Gift Book Day 

 Reader Ahn-Chun Min leaves the classroom 

copy of the gift book with the teacher the week 

before she is planning to hand them out. By  

doing this, her class can hear the book many 

more times and will be very familiar with it 

when they receive their copy.  

Nametag Tri-Fold 

 Reader Peggy Schmelzle uses a tri-fold foam 

board with Velcro dots to hold her kids’  

nametags once she has learned all of their 

names. This way, they still get to practice  

seeing and spelling their names, without having 

to wear their nametags!  

Ideas from Other Readers 



 4 

                                      

Ready Readers Mission: 
To inspire preschool-age children from low-income communities  

to become readers by reading aloud to them,  
increasing their exposure to quality books and  

providing literacy-related experiences. 
 

Our mission lists three strategies for inspiring young children to become 
readers. The first two are obvious parts of our Storytime program — 
reading aloud and increasing their exposure to books.  The third strategy 
(providing literacy related experiences) can be a bit more puzzling.   
What are literacy-related experiences, anyway? 
 

In short, literacy-related experiences are all the things you do during 
Storytime other than reading or giving away the books.  The most 
important literacy building endeavors for our kids are: 

 Discussion— To participate in discussion requires more than 

just listening to the story; children’s minds must be engaged and 
processing the whos, whats, wheres, whens, whys, and hows of the 
story in order to respond to questions posed by the Reader.  Taking 
part in discussion also bolsters children’s self-esteem as the Reader 
reacts to their input and follows up on their thoughts.   Discussion is 
a key building block in forming the all-important literacy foundation 
of a sizable vocabulary! 

 Songs, chants, fingerplays, and rhymes — Rhythms and 

music are other foundational pieces needed for children who are 
learning to master language.  It’s important for young ears to be 
tuned in to the ebb and flow, rise and fall of voices and rhythms.   

 Movement activities — By devising movement activities related 

to your story, children are allowed to engage their bodies and 
imaginations, encouraging different experiences than the usual 
sitting still and listening. 

 

It is impossible to read two or more books + do songs + have meaningful 
conversations + engage children in movement activities (not to mention 
handing out and collecting nametags!) during any 30-minute Storytime 
session.  Be sure you are getting the kids involved during the reading of 
the books.  Then, over the course of the year, try to work in songs, 
rhymes, fingerplays, and movement activities as they naturally relate to 
the books you’re reading.  The cumulative effect is what matters most. 
 

More than 35 people attended our Spring Workshop, Beyond the Book: 
Literacy Experiences for Young Children.  They shared their favorite 
opening rituals, movement and/or transitions songs and chants, nursery 
rhymes, and fingerplays, as  well as demonstrating their individual 
methods for engaging with their classroom groups.  It was great fun 
talking, singing, sharing, and celebrating our love of kids! 

 
 

We’re ALL better together! 

Sheila’s Corner MO Early Literacy Standards 

Here are two more standards (in bold), and an  

explanation of how you’re helping children meet them 

during your Storytime experience. 

             Representing feelings and ideas  
          in a variety of ways 

Some of the ways in which children can represent their 
feelings and ideas are through play, movement, music, 
and art/building. This standard is so crucial because a 
child’s ability to comprehend and picture something 
that is not actually present is integral in enhancing their 
literacy skills, as well as their general reasoning and 
logic abilities.  

When you have your kids pretend to be trees and blow 
in the breeze, you are engaging their imaginations and 
working on their symbolic development. If you are able, 

bring in small puppets to help act out the story, and 
whenever possible do fingerplays or sing songs that 
have a physical component (I’m a Little Teapot, Itsy 
Bitsy Spider, etc.)  

All of this combines within a child’s developing mind to 
give them the tools to understand and express how 
they feel, as well as situations that they might  
encounter in real life.   

                

               Using language to communicate 

Communicating through language is an essential part of 
everyday life. Unfortunately, for many of our children, 
they hear very few words at home, and as a result their 
communication skills suffer. By modeling how language 
works by having conversations with them, reading 
books at an appropriate pace, and asking thoughtful 
questions, you are giving children concrete examples of 
how to communicate with others.  

In addition to basic communication, many of our kids 
also struggle with expressing their needs and feelings. 
When you engage your children in talking about how a 
character is feeling or acting, you are giving them the 
means to accurately describe what they are going 
through. As they gain experience with expressing  
themselves through language, they will continue to 
increase their knowledge of how language works and 
how to use it effectively.  

We Want to Hear from You!  

If you have any cute stories or helpful tips, please contact          
Maggie Strube 

maggie@readyreaders.org 
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THANKS  

for making a difference in 
the lives of our kids! 

Sheila Oliveri   

Early Literacy & Curriculum Coordinator 

Are you  
an expert on a topic 

that your fellow  
Readers might enjoy?  

Let us know!!  

We may ask you to 
facilitate a group to 

share your expertise for 
the benefit of           

ALL Volunteers! 

Are You an Expert? 


