
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Summer 2018 

Summer: The Perfect Time to Explore and Learn Outdoors! 
 

 

           

Ages 5 and Up 
 

 
 

Children five years and older may 

recognize simple sight words like 

“the,” “at,” “to,” and more. 
  

Make a list of words your students 

know.  Talk to them about the letters 

and their sounds, as well as the 

beginning/ending sounds of words, 

and rhyming.   
 

Play a verbal guessing game using a 

chalkboard or large paper in the 

classroom: 

• Begin with a sight word (“a-t”)  

• Hold up a letter “b” and make the 

sound.  Encourage the children to 

say the sound with you.   

• Add the letter “b” at the beginning 

of “at.”  Now you have a new 

word: “b-a-t.”  Sound it out. 

• Continue adding other letters to 

the “at” word, encouraging them 

to say the “new” word, AND the 

old words.  They will be able to 

hear the rhyme and see why the 

words rhyme! 
 

Combine those sight words with a 

movement game like hopscotch to 

keep children happily playing and 

learning outdoors too! 

 

 

Ages 2-5 
 

Go to your nearest Dollar Store and buy a few colorful foam pool noodles.  

At around $1.00 each, they are a great inexpensive resource for all types of 

preschool play activities: 
 
 

             
 

       Transform a regular hose                Cut noodles lengthwise to open flat. 

    into a fun summer sprinkler!                 Use the hollow track as a ramp! 
  

 
 

 

Float Your Sailboat 
 

What You’ll Need: 

• 1-2 pool noodles 

• Foam sheets 

• Hole puncher 

• Plastic straws 

• Utility Knife 

Instructions: 

1. Cut the noodles into 1-2” slices (the boats).  

2. Cut the colored foam into tall triangles. 

3. Punch a hole at the top and bottom of each 

triangle. 

4. Thread the straw into the top hole and out the 

bottom hole of the triangle  (the sail). 

5. Poke the straw into the noodle disk to add the 

sail to the boat.   

6. Sail Away!  Ahoy, mate! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 GREAT SUMMER BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 
 
       

            
           Summer                        Summer Days and Nights               Summer is Here!           Mouse’s First Summer 

     by Ailie Busby                      by Wong Herbert Yee                by Heidi Pross Gray         by Lauren Thompson 

 

                           
       Butterfly’s Surprise                            Where Butterflies Grow              Butterfly Colors and Counting 

      by Grace Maccarone                                 by Joanne Ryder            by Jerry Pallotta 
 

                  
     Lemonade Sun and              Maisy Makes Lemonade                   Olivia Opens a                 The Berenstain Bears’ 

  Other Summer Poems                  by Lucy Cousins                         Lemonade Stand                   Lemonade Stand 

 by Rebecca Kai Dotlach                                                                by Kama Einhorn                   by Mike Berenstain 

  

 

I’d LOVE to hear from YOU!   Please share your 

stories, teaching ideas, and photos of your class 

enjoying learning and books!  I’ll post your thoughts 

and pictures in the next Teacher Newsletter.  
 

Together we can make teaching and learning more fun! 

Contact me: sheila@readyreaders.org 

 


