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Volunteer Newsletter 
 August 2018 

If you have any questions or concerns, please   

contact Maggie Strube, Volunteer Coordinator, 

at 314-825-8751 or maggie@readyreaders.org 

 By now, you should have received an email from us 
asking about your fall reading information. If you 
have not responded already, please do so.   

 If you have not received an email, please  
contact Maggie Strube at 314-825-8751   
or maggie@readyreaders.org.  

 We truly appreciate when our returning readers set 
up their fall reading times, but please remember that 
you are assigned to a classroom (not to a specific 
teacher). Please contact us if the teacher has moved 
classrooms or schools. 

 50% of our new readers come from word of mouth! 
Who do you know? We always have classrooms to fill! 

Looking Forward to Another Great Year! 

 
For the first time ever, we are going to be hosting 

a workshop in September on 9/5, 9/7 & 9/13!  

This workshop will be a refresher on our program, as 

well as an opportunity for you to discuss your ideas for 

the upcoming year with each other and with us! Be 

sure to bring a few titles that you love and would like to 

share with the other Readers who attend.  

We’re hoping to start this year off strong!  

So, based on feedback we received last year,               

the final 30 minutes of all workshops will be      

dedicated to Reader mingling and perusing the titles 

that everyone has brought to share.  

To reserve a space 

1. Go to www.readyreaders.org 

2. Click on the “For Volunteers” tab at the top of the page 

3. Scroll down to “Volunteer  

Workshops & Cafés”  

4. Click on the “Sign Up Now” button.  

Fall Kick-Off Workshop—September 

Ages 2 & Younger 

This year, all of our Readers        
will receive three books to use 

throughout the year in your       
sessions! These books will be in   

the box with your first set of        
Gift Books.  

Thank you, Linda Finerty, Past 
Board President & Current Reader 

Our Gifts to You 

It’s Raining,                         

It’s Pouring  

     By Iza Trapani 

ABC Animal Jamboree  

By Giles Andreae 

Row, Row, Row Your Boat  

By Jane Cabrera 

We are now officially                   

also serving children 

ages 2 and younger with Readers 

and Gift Books. If you would be   

willing to visit these cuties for       

15 minutes before leaving your   

center, please contact               

maggie@readyreaders.org.  
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If you know someone who might be   

interested in volunteering, please have 

them complete an application at 

www.readyreaders.org or email 

maggie@readyreaders.org. 

 

Here are a few helpful tips to keep in mind as you are selecting great literature  

to add to your green Ready Readers bag for the upcoming year: 

 Larger books with big pictures and lots of bright colors are wonderful for group read-alouds. 

 Concept books are always nice to use. For example: counting, colors, shapes, opposites and rhymes. 

 Children love books about animals, big trucks, careers and of course, friendly monsters! 

 Books with repetitive texts are often crowd pleasers and build a sense of “I am a reader!” 

 If you need topic ideas, check with your teacher for upcoming classroom themes. 

 Librarians at our public libraries LOVE to help our Ready Reader Volunteers find great books!   

Feel free to stop by the office and check out our Lending Library!   

We’ve added many new titles and expanded our offering of books featuring diverse characters. 

  

 

Choosing the Books for Your Reading Sessions — the Dos & Don’ts 

New Faces:  

Dawnita Reathaford is our new 
Mentoring Coordinator! Be sure 
to say hello to her the next time 

you’re at our office!  

Please keep in mind that our Readers should not read books about the following topics:          

  The Tooth Fairy, Easter Bunny, Santa Claus, etc. 

 Cartoon or movie characters 

 Religions or religious holidays (Christmas, Easter, Halloween) 

  

While we encourage our Readers to find books that are racially diverse,  

we do not read books that address racial issues, segregation or slavery. 

If you ever need assistance in selecting a book, or would like to know if a book is a good fit for your 

Ready Readers session, please do not hesitate to call! We are always here to help! 

We now have a closed Facebook group for all of our Readers! 

This is a place for our Readers to engage, share tips and tricks, and talk about all things Ready Readers.  

You will need to have a Facebook account in order to join the group.  

There are two ways to find the group:   

(1) Visit www.facebook.com/groups/RRVols  

(2) You can also use the search function located at the top of 

the screen. Type in “Ready Readers Volunteers” and hit enter.  

 If you’re on a cellphone, there will be small blue buttons under the search bar.  

Scroll over until you see a “Groups” button.  
 

Click on “Groups” and then on the Group “Ready Readers Volunteers.”    

Once you’re on the Ready Readers Volunteers Group page, click the 

blue button labeled “+Join Group.”  

Stop by and we will walk you through it! 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/RRVols

